
Ezras Torah in New York City was the 
international address for any person 
or organization in need of צדקה. Every 

day letters arrived from Europe and ארץ 
.asking R’ Henkin to send funds ישראל

The Rebbe collected $180 - the amount that 
would have been given for another five children 
- and sent it. Every year before Pesach and Rosh 

Hashanah he would send the same amount.

This continued for several years until 
the outbreak of World War II and the 

destruction of European Jewry.

R’ Henkin would carefully weigh the צדקה needs 
of each letter. Regarding this case, he called the 
Ozherover Rebbe, with whom he was very close.

Chaim’ke is so 
poor- I’m sure 
he wrote it in 
desperation.

This morning I received 
a request from a relative 

of yours in Europe, Reb Chaim. 
He mentioned his six daughters. 
Would you know their ages? I 
would send more if the oldest 

is close to marriageable 
age.

Chaim’ke? I 
know him well… 
he has only one 

daughter!

Chaim’ke 
is a true 

Ani v’evyon, but 
apparently his claim of 
six daughters is based 
on *ששה בכרס אחד - six 

were born at one 
time…

Oy! A true ani… but I 
am still only able to 

give for one child... do 
you know her age?

…Chaim’ke, I 
hope this will be 
enough, and that 
you will forgive 

me…

I am 
interested to 

know how much 
 you dispense צדקה

for each child.

We give $36 
per child.

*This was a clever play on words, referring 
to the multiple births in Mitzrayim.

L’kovod Ezras Torah,
 
My name is Chaim. Our family is related to the 
Ozherover Rebbe. We are B”H blessed with 
six daughters… The economic situation is 
difficult... I am now unemployed and have 
run out of money in the home for even 
basic food…. 
Hametzapeh liyeshua…
   B’yedidus
   Chaim.

The Ozorover Rebbe, ה יְחִיאֵל הַלֵוִי  and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם שְלֹמֹה ,was born in Ozorov to the Rebbe זַצַ״ל Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
ל  In his youth he learned under his .(daughter of R’ Horowitz, the Rebbe of Chentchin, Poland) רֵייצאָ מִירֶׁ
father and grandfather (ּר׳ אַרְיֵה לײֵב). He married חַנָה Weltfried at the age of 17. At the age of 24 he was 
appointed רָב of Ozorov. Although his father was נִפְטָר in 1916, it was only after the persuasion of 
many Rebbes and his חֲסִידִים that he accepted the position of Rebbe in 1918. In 1920, ה יְחִיאֵל  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
traveled to America to publicize the importance of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל. In 1926, he moved to America and in 1927, 
he opened a shul in the Bronx. In 1953 he ascended to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  in Tel Aviv. He בֵּית מִדְרָש and settled his אֶׁ
was one of the driving forces in ת אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל צֶׁ  He wrote two .חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָאִי and especially in מוֹעֶׁ
monumental works, אֵש דָת, comprised of 11 volumes, and ה  Famous for his .תַנַ״ךְ volumes on 12 ,בְּאֵר מֹשֶׁ
complete knowledge of the entire written and oral תוֹרָה perfectly, he was often described as a “ בּוֹר

אֵינוֹ מְאַבֵּד טִפָה   .”sealed container that never loses a drop – סוּד שֶׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 .studied in Kovna as a young boy ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב פּאַם זַצַ״ל
His family later migrated to the US where his father, R' Meir 
ין was appointed to the faculty of ,זַצַ״ל רְלִׁ ים בֶּ יבָה ר׳ חַיִׁ  At .יְשִׁ

the age of 13, he studied in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת, becoming very close with the  ראֹש
יבָה  He .זַצַ״ל and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ,זַצַ״ל R' Dovid Lebowitz ,יְשִׁ
married Sarah Balmuth in 1943. R' Pam taught in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת for 60 years. On 
ב שַבָת רֶּ  and לָמְדוּת interwoven with פָּרָשָה he gave a shmuess on the weekly עֶּ
ים ירָה s’זַצַ״ל After R' Feinstein .הַדְרָכַת הַחַיִׁ יא he served as ,פְּטִׁ נּוּךְ  of נָשִׁ חִׁ
י ת He was also active in the .עַצְמָאִׁ צֶּ שְרָאֵל of מוֹעֶּ  He .תּוֹרָה וּמְסוֹרָה and אֲגדַֻת יִׁ
founded Shuvu, an organization for the ְנּוּך  of thousands of Russian and חִׁ
Israeli children in שְרָאֵל ץ יִׁ רֶּ  .אֶּ

 כ״ח מנחם אב
5673 – 5761 
1913 – 2001 

“If my beloved children and endeared 
לְמִידִים  would like to help me and give תַּ
me ת חַּ בָא in נַּ  they should learn ,עוֹלָם הַּ
and teach the סְפָרִים of ײִם  and חָפֵץ חַּ
ת חֶסֶד הֲבַּ  both individually and in ,אַּ
groups, for all his words are  דִבְרֵי
ײִם  and one who forsakes אֱלקִים חַּ
them is like one who forsakes life itself. 
As for those who will study these works 
abundantly - it will be נָעִים (a source of merit) 
for him and for me.”          Rav Pam’s וָאָה ט 21st) צַּ חֵם אָב-יאָרצײַּ  (כ״ח מְנַּ
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מִצְוַת בִרְכַת הַמָזוֹן -מִצְוָה תל   
 We learn from  וְאָכַלְתָ וְשָבָעְתָ וּבֵרַכְתָ אֶת ד׳… , and you will eat 
and you will be satisfied and bless ד׳ … that it is a מִצְוַת עֲשֶה to bless ד׳ 
after being satisfied from eating bread [made from wheat, barley, 
spelt, oats or rye] or from any of the seven species mentioned in  אֶרֶץ
 ,Land of wheat, and barley ,חִטָה וּשְעֺרָה וְגֶפֶן וּתְאֵנָה וְרִמּוֹן...זֵית שֶמֶן וּדְבָש
and grape, and fig, and pomegranate…oil from olives and date-honey (
    .(דְבָרִים ח:ח

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך begins that although he feels inadequate to explain 
such a מִצְוָה ‘to bless ד׳’ since it has many levels of depth and hidden 
secrets; the love to explain מִצְוֹת [to his beloved children] overtook 
him. He continues and explains that it a well-established fact that ד׳ 
created man and in His Kindness gave us all what we need to rule over 
His entire creation. However, we need to be worthy to receive His 
goodness and blessing. Therefore, ד׳ in His Kindness, gave us a מִצְוָה to 
‘Thank Him’. When we give a בְרָכָה to ד׳, we are acknowledging that ד׳ 
is the ultimate Blessed One (all blessing is only from Him]. This 
recognition of ד׳ creates for us the זְכוּת, merit, to receive His blessing.  
 Uncharacteristically  the  ְחִנּוּך continues with explaining why 
he went to great length to list the different rules and הֲלָכוֹת concerning 
 and some do not בָרוּךְ start and end with a בְרָכוֹת e.g why some] בְרָכוֹת
etc]. Learning/teaching about בְרָכוֹת would create for him many 
blessings [the same as if he, the ְחִנּוּך, was actually bentching].   

 ∞ ∞ ∞ 
רִים  -מִצְוָה תלא  מִצְוַת אַהֲבַת הַגֵׁ  

 It is a מִצְוַת עֲשֶה to love converts as it says: וַאֲהַבְתֶם אֶת הַגֵר…  
— and you shall love the convert… (דְבָרִים י:יט) This means that we 
must not say or do anything to cause them pain; rather, we should be 
good to them and show kindness as much as is reasonably possible. 
This מִצְוָה is in addition to (מִצְוָה רמג): ָוְאָהַבְתָ לְרֵעֲךָ כָמוֹך…  — and you 
shall love your fellow friend… which is applicable to anyone who is ָרֵעֲך, 
your friend (who believes in ד׳ and His מִצְוֹת).  

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that we were chosen by ד׳ to be His holy 
nation; therefore, He guided us in the ways of compassion and 
kindness. He warned us to crown ourselves with every desirable good 
 character trait, so that His people will be beloved in the eyes of ,מִדָה
all who see them. They will see their behavior and will declare, “These 
people are the nation of ד׳!” Now how beautiful and pleasant it is to be 
kind and good to someone who left his nation, his entire family of his 
parents and has joined another nation only because of his love for the 
truth. One who merits to have true good מִדוֹת [that can be said about 
him, “He is from the nation of ד׳] will be blessed to have the goodness 
and blessing of ד׳. Constant blessing will be showered upon him, for 
goodness grows and grows on those that are good  [and the reverse 
happens upon those that are evil]. 

Adapted from: Rav Pam on Chumash (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*On the 2nd argument of the יֵצֶר הָרָע to shirk away from lending money 
because of הֶעְלֵם יְדִיעָה — lack of knowledge, the חָפֵץ חַיִים offers the 
following מָשָל. Imagine meeting a close, trustworthy friend who offers 
you of a once-in-a-lifetime business opportunity. Would it ever occur to 
anyone to offer some lame excuse like, “Perhaps you can come again, I 
am too tired to walk home now!” or “I only have a large bill, maybe 
come at another time?” These are lame excuses if you would 
understand the great reward of this מִצְוָה!  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that the ‘excuse’ of saying מוּטָב שֶאֶהְיֶה שוֹגֵג בְעִנְיָן זֶה, better to remain 
ignorant than  knowing the laws [and not performing this מִצְוָה!] is similar to walking 
through a field with many pits and asking for a cloth to cover one’s eyes to be able to say, 
“I was an אוֹנֵס, I just couldn’t see the pit!” 

1. What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking? 

2. Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב  .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2. The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21). 
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resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 If Rav Pam had been able to schedule his own לְוָיָה, he 
surely would have said that it should take place during ין הַזְמַנִים  so ,בֵּ
that יְשִיבוֹת would not lose time from learning; on a Friday, so that 
fewer people would be able to attend and there would be less 
temptation to deliver דִים  ,eulogies; and during the summer ,הֶסְפֵּ
when many people are away. Which is exactly what happened. 
Several thousand people crowded the ית מִדְרָש  and תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת of his בֵּ
the surrounding streets on ם אָב, ה׳ תשס״א  (August 17, 2001) כ״ח מְנַחֵּ
to show their respect to their beloved רֶבִי. 
 It was, perhaps, inevitable that this man, who combined 
greatness in תּוֹרָה, eloquent simplicity, sterling character, and a 
refusal – almost an inability – to speak or hear ill of others, should be 
compared to the ץ חַיִים  No less an authority than Rav Yaakov .חָפֵּ
Kamenetzky said that Rav Pam was “the ץ חַיִים  ”.of our time חָפֵּ
ן   ,in tiny Vidz תַּמוּז Pam was born in אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב הַכֹהֵּ
Lithuania. His father, R' Meir, was an exceptional תּוֹרָה scholar. R' Pam 
would tell his family and תַּלְמִידִים that his father almost never went to 
bed. He would learn until he dozed off from fatigue, and would wake 
up in the middle of the night and return to his studies.  
 When R' Avrohom Pam was 11 years old, his parents sent 
him away from home to a יְשִיבָה. There was a time when he slept on a 
bench in the local shul, but nothing deterred him from learning as 
long and intensely as he could. He was part of a special group of 
 'guest of R שַבָת in Slabodka, where he became a frequent בָחוּרִים
Yaakov Kamenetzky. It was a warm relationship that resumed many 
years later when R' Yaakov became ראֹש יְשִיבָה in תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת.  
 In 1927, after several years of extreme poverty and 
harassment at the hands of the Communist authorities, his father, R' 
Meir Pam, came to the United States. After securing positions as a 
ית  in Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin and as rabbi of the מַגִיד שִעוּר בֵּ
  .in Brownsville, he was able to send for his family מִדְרָש הַגָדוֹל
 מְתִיבְתָּא the only ,תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת in תַּלְמִיד became a אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב 
in Brooklyn at that time. He remained there for the remainder of his 

life. In 1939, Rav Pam became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת, a position he 
held for 62 years. During those years, he probably had a total of 2000 
 in his classes, but there were many more than that, because תַּלְמִידִים
his direct and indirect influence radiated far beyond the confines of 
his classroom and יְשִיבָה. In 1943, he married Sarah Balmuth, who 
shared his passion for תּוֹרָה and sensitivity. She exuded good cheer 
and hospitality, even as she tried to protect him from the intrusions 
on his precious time for learning, especially after he became the  ראֹש
י הַתּוֹרָה and then a member of the תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת of יְשִיבָה  .מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵּ
 His widely appreciated shmuessen may have seemed to 
some as effortless, but he invested enormous amounts of thought in 
the topics and the manner of expression. He placed heavy emphasis 
on how a תַּלְמִיד should relate to others: to parents, friends, wife and 
children. 
 He surprised his own family and others by saying even as a 
young man that he prayed he would be able to teach תּוֹרָה for at least 
sixty years. Sixty years! How unrealistic! But he did it. Until the end of 
his life, he turned the unrealistic into reality. One of his bywords, 
especially in his later years, was from the prophecy of (ב:ד) חַגַי. 
ל commanded the prophet to exhort the leaders of הקב״ה י יִשְרָאֵּ  to בְנֵּ
encourage their people to shake loose from the dispiriting bonds of 
exile and proceed with the building of the 2nd ית הַמִקְדָש  Everything .בֵּ
was stacked against them, but the word of הקב״ה insisted “ וַעֲשוּ כִי אֲנִי
 ”.And do! For I am with you – אִתְּכֶם
 The last ten years of his life focused on the plight of 
children from the former Soviet Union in Israel. At an Agudah 
Convention, he said that we must provide them with a ְתּוֹרָה חִנוּך – 
and it is “ּינו  !in our hands. We can do it!”  Realistic? Of course not ,בְיָדֵּ
In our hands? Not against the power of the state and without funding 
or personnel. The next day Shuvu/Return was born. Today it enrolls 
over 16,000 children and it continues growing daily. He is no longer 
with us, but his teachings are. Do now, for ד׳ is with you! You will be 
successful if you just try - it is ּיָדֵינו  !בְּ

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

A Tribute to Rav Pam זצ״ל

Living    Torahwith 
the

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ

• There is a הָג  each weekday morning of שׁוֹפָר to blow the מִנְּ
חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

Rav Avrohom Yaakov HaCohen Pam זַצַ״ל, the יבָה  of ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
חָפֵץ  would often describe, in the name of the ,תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
ים ד מוּז זײַן גוּט,  “ .the way a Jew must lead his life ,חַיִׁ אַ ײִׁ
 A Jew must be good, sincere in his — פרוּם אוּן קלוּג
observance of the תּוֹרָה, and be smart in how he observes 
the תּוֹרָה! [i.e. the observance of any צְוָה  must be מִׁ
weighed with the consideration of others! —  ם יִׁ יתֶם נְקִׁ הְיִׁ וִׁ
שְרָאֵל יִׁ  זַצַ״ל Source: Heard from R' Y. M. Schorr ”[מֵד׳ וּמִׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Pam ״ל צַּ  once said, “A זַּ
 who has absorbed the יְשִיבָה בָחוּר
light of תוֹרָה, radiates a special 
beauty! This beauty is the badge 
of honor of being a ן תוֹרָה  and בֶּ
must be preserved with the 
utmost care. Even a small stain 
can spoil it. Especially in our 
times, when people are so quick 
to find fault, בְנֵי יְשִיבָה must 
endeavor to preserve the beauty 
of the תוֹרָה!”  
 R' Yisroel Reisman 
לִיטָ״א לְמִיד a close ,שַּ  ,of R' Pam תַּ
once told over the following true 
story: 
 A member of the כּוֹלֵל of 
ת עַּ  was once in a used תוֹרָה וָדַּ
book store, leafing through the 
books in the Judaica section. He 
opened one book and was 
surprised to find a 100 dollar bill 
tucked into a page. He turned 
further and found another 100 
dollar bill, and then yet another! 
Clearly, the store owner was not 
aware of the money, and since 
the books were sold ‘as is’, it 
seemed like a book worth buying. 
But what was the right thing to 
do? 

 The young man behaved 
in the way of a true ן תוֹרָה  He .בֶּ
went straight to the owner of the 
store and informed him about 
the money. Later, when he was 
asked why he was so quick to 
return the money, he answered 
simply, “Because I am a לְמִיד  of תַּ
R' Pam!”  
 This young כּוֹלֵל man 
could have tried to find legitimate 
reasons why he rightfully 
deserved to keep the money 
more than the store owner. 
However, he knew in his heart 
that keeping the money was not 
what his בִי ן  expected of a רֶּ בֶּ
  !תוֹרָה
 My לְמִיד  the first words ,תַּ
that this כּוֹלֵל man said were, 
“Because I am a לְמִיד  'of R תַּ
Pam!” His בִי  wasn’t physically רֶּ
standing next to him—he was 
much closer. His בִי  s teaching’רֶּ
were very much alive and were 
forever absorbed and engraved 
deeply in his heart. He radiated 
and preserved the beauty of 
being a ן תוֹרָה  !בֶּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

Story adapted from a עוּר יטָ״א by R’ Yisroel Reisman שִׁ לִׁ  שַׁ
of 

the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

…לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי    
 A psalm of David, ה׳ is my light and my 

salvation … (הִלִים כ״ז   (תְּ
It is a widely accepted הָג  to recite this מִנְּ
ק רֶּ הִלִים in פֶּ לוּל from תְּ שׁ אֶּ  until ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶּ
ת רֶּ מִינִי עֲצֶּ הָג This .שְּׁ  is based on the מִנְּ
רָשׁ ה׳  — ה׳ אוֹרִי :which explains מִדְּ  is my 
light, refers to עִי ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה יִשְּׁ  and my — וְּ
salvation, refers to סֻכֹה ,יוֹם כִפוּר נֵנִי בְּ פְּ  — יִצְּ
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to 
 ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה The implication is that on .סֻכוֹת
 helps us see the light and gives us the ה׳
opportunity to do שׁוּבָה  ה׳ ,יוֹם כִפוּר On .תְּ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. 
When the יוֹם טוֹב of סֻכוֹת arrives, we have 
been forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us 
from our enemies and other dangers, just 
as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they 
were in the בָר  .Wilderness — מִדְּ

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ח׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*On the 2nd argument of the יֵצֶר הָרָע to shirk away from lending money 
because of הֶעְלֵם יְדִיעָה — lack of knowledge, the חָפֵץ חַיִים offers the 
following מָשָל. Imagine meeting a close, trustworthy friend who offers 
you of a once-in-a-lifetime business opportunity. Would it ever occur to 
anyone to offer some lame excuse like, “Perhaps you can come again, I 
am too tired to walk home now!” or “I only have a large bill, maybe 
come at another time?” These are lame excuses if you would 
understand the great reward of this מִצְוָה!  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The חָפֵץ חַיִים explains that the ‘excuse’ of saying מוּטָב שֶאֶהְיֶה שוֹגֵג בְעִנְיָן זֶה, better to remain 
ignorant than  knowing the laws [and not performing this מִצְוָה!] is similar to walking 
through a field with many pits and asking for a cloth to cover one’s eyes to be able to say, 
“I was an אוֹנֵס, I just couldn’t see the pit!” 

1. What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking? 

2. Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב  .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2. The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21). 

1. What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking? 

2. Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב  .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2. The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21). 

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

 If Rav Pam had been able to schedule his own לְוָיָה, he 
surely would have said that it should take place during ין הַזְמַנִים  so ,בֵּ
that יְשִיבוֹת would not lose time from learning; on a Friday, so that 
fewer people would be able to attend and there would be less 
temptation to deliver דִים  ,eulogies; and during the summer ,הֶסְפֵּ
when many people are away. Which is exactly what happened. 
Several thousand people crowded the ית מִדְרָש  and תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת of his בֵּ
the surrounding streets on ם אָב, ה׳ תשס״א  (August 17, 2001) כ״ח מְנַחֵּ
to show their respect to their beloved רֶבִי. 
 It was, perhaps, inevitable that this man, who combined 
greatness in תּוֹרָה, eloquent simplicity, sterling character, and a 
refusal – almost an inability – to speak or hear ill of others, should be 
compared to the ץ חַיִים  No less an authority than Rav Yaakov .חָפֵּ
Kamenetzky said that Rav Pam was “the ץ חַיִים  ”.of our time חָפֵּ
ן   ,in tiny Vidz תַּמוּז Pam was born in אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב הַכֹהֵּ
Lithuania. His father, R' Meir, was an exceptional תּוֹרָה scholar. R' Pam 
would tell his family and תַּלְמִידִים that his father almost never went to 
bed. He would learn until he dozed off from fatigue, and would wake 
up in the middle of the night and return to his studies.  
 When R' Avrohom Pam was 11 years old, his parents sent 
him away from home to a יְשִיבָה. There was a time when he slept on a 
bench in the local shul, but nothing deterred him from learning as 
long and intensely as he could. He was part of a special group of 
 'guest of R שַבָת in Slabodka, where he became a frequent בָחוּרִים
Yaakov Kamenetzky. It was a warm relationship that resumed many 
years later when R' Yaakov became ראֹש יְשִיבָה in תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת.  
 In 1927, after several years of extreme poverty and 
harassment at the hands of the Communist authorities, his father, R' 
Meir Pam, came to the United States. After securing positions as a 
ית  in Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin and as rabbi of the מַגִיד שִעוּר בֵּ
  .in Brownsville, he was able to send for his family מִדְרָש הַגָדוֹל
 מְתִיבְתָּא the only ,תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת in תַּלְמִיד became a אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב 
in Brooklyn at that time. He remained there for the remainder of his 

life. In 1939, Rav Pam became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת, a position he 
held for 62 years. During those years, he probably had a total of 2000 
 in his classes, but there were many more than that, because תַּלְמִידִים
his direct and indirect influence radiated far beyond the confines of 
his classroom and יְשִיבָה. In 1943, he married Sarah Balmuth, who 
shared his passion for תּוֹרָה and sensitivity. She exuded good cheer 
and hospitality, even as she tried to protect him from the intrusions 
on his precious time for learning, especially after he became the  ראֹש
י הַתּוֹרָה and then a member of the תּוֹרָה וָדַעַת of יְשִיבָה  .מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵּ
 His widely appreciated shmuessen may have seemed to 
some as effortless, but he invested enormous amounts of thought in 
the topics and the manner of expression. He placed heavy emphasis 
on how a תַּלְמִיד should relate to others: to parents, friends, wife and 
children. 
 He surprised his own family and others by saying even as a 
young man that he prayed he would be able to teach תּוֹרָה for at least 
sixty years. Sixty years! How unrealistic! But he did it. Until the end of 
his life, he turned the unrealistic into reality. One of his bywords, 
especially in his later years, was from the prophecy of (ב:ד) חַגַי. 
ל commanded the prophet to exhort the leaders of הקב״ה י יִשְרָאֵּ  to בְנֵּ
encourage their people to shake loose from the dispiriting bonds of 
exile and proceed with the building of the 2nd ית הַמִקְדָש  Everything .בֵּ
was stacked against them, but the word of הקב״ה insisted “ וַעֲשוּ כִי אֲנִי
 ”.And do! For I am with you – אִתְּכֶם
 The last ten years of his life focused on the plight of 
children from the former Soviet Union in Israel. At an Agudah 
Convention, he said that we must provide them with a ְתּוֹרָה חִנוּך – 
and it is “ּינו  !in our hands. We can do it!”  Realistic? Of course not ,בְיָדֵּ
In our hands? Not against the power of the state and without funding 
or personnel. The next day Shuvu/Return was born. Today it enrolls 
over 16,000 children and it continues growing daily. He is no longer 
with us, but his teachings are. Do now, for ד׳ is with you! You will be 
successful if you just try - it is ּיָדֵינו  !בְּ

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
אֶל�וּל 

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

A Tribute to Rav Pam זצ״ל

Living    Torahwith 
the

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ

• There is a הָג  each weekday morning of שׁוֹפָר to blow the מִנְּ
חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

Rav Avrohom Yaakov HaCohen Pam זַצַ״ל, the יבָה  of ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
חָפֵץ  would often describe, in the name of the ,תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
ים ד מוּז זײַן גוּט,  “ .the way a Jew must lead his life ,חַיִׁ אַ ײִׁ
 A Jew must be good, sincere in his — פרוּם אוּן קלוּג
observance of the תּוֹרָה, and be smart in how he observes 
the תּוֹרָה! [i.e. the observance of any צְוָה  must be מִׁ
weighed with the consideration of others! —  ם יִׁ יתֶם נְקִׁ הְיִׁ וִׁ
שְרָאֵל יִׁ  זַצַ״ל Source: Heard from R' Y. M. Schorr ”[מֵד׳ וּמִׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Pam ״ל צַּ  once said, “A זַּ
 who has absorbed the יְשִיבָה בָחוּר
light of תוֹרָה, radiates a special 
beauty! This beauty is the badge 
of honor of being a ן תוֹרָה  and בֶּ
must be preserved with the 
utmost care. Even a small stain 
can spoil it. Especially in our 
times, when people are so quick 
to find fault, בְנֵי יְשִיבָה must 
endeavor to preserve the beauty 
of the תוֹרָה!”  
 R' Yisroel Reisman 
לִיטָ״א לְמִיד a close ,שַּ  ,of R' Pam תַּ
once told over the following true 
story: 
 A member of the כּוֹלֵל of 
ת עַּ  was once in a used תוֹרָה וָדַּ
book store, leafing through the 
books in the Judaica section. He 
opened one book and was 
surprised to find a 100 dollar bill 
tucked into a page. He turned 
further and found another 100 
dollar bill, and then yet another! 
Clearly, the store owner was not 
aware of the money, and since 
the books were sold ‘as is’, it 
seemed like a book worth buying. 
But what was the right thing to 
do? 

 The young man behaved 
in the way of a true ן תוֹרָה  He .בֶּ
went straight to the owner of the 
store and informed him about 
the money. Later, when he was 
asked why he was so quick to 
return the money, he answered 
simply, “Because I am a לְמִיד  of תַּ
R' Pam!”  
 This young כּוֹלֵל man 
could have tried to find legitimate 
reasons why he rightfully 
deserved to keep the money 
more than the store owner. 
However, he knew in his heart 
that keeping the money was not 
what his בִי ן  expected of a רֶּ בֶּ
  !תוֹרָה
 My לְמִיד  the first words ,תַּ
that this כּוֹלֵל man said were, 
“Because I am a לְמִיד  'of R תַּ
Pam!” His בִי  wasn’t physically רֶּ
standing next to him—he was 
much closer. His בִי  s teaching’רֶּ
were very much alive and were 
forever absorbed and engraved 
deeply in his heart. He radiated 
and preserved the beauty of 
being a ן תוֹרָה  !בֶּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

Story adapted from a עוּר יטָ״א by R’ Yisroel Reisman שִׁ לִׁ  שַׁ
of 

the

Understanding

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

…לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי    
 A psalm of David, ה׳ is my light and my 

salvation … (הִלִים כ״ז   (תְּ
It is a widely accepted הָג  to recite this מִנְּ
ק רֶּ הִלִים in פֶּ לוּל from תְּ שׁ אֶּ  until ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶּ
ת רֶּ מִינִי עֲצֶּ הָג This .שְּׁ  is based on the מִנְּ
רָשׁ ה׳  — ה׳ אוֹרִי :which explains מִדְּ  is my 
light, refers to עִי ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה יִשְּׁ  and my — וְּ
salvation, refers to סֻכֹה ,יוֹם כִפוּר נֵנִי בְּ פְּ  — יִצְּ
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to 
 ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה The implication is that on .סֻכוֹת
 helps us see the light and gives us the ה׳
opportunity to do שׁוּבָה  ה׳ ,יוֹם כִפוּר On .תְּ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. 
When the יוֹם טוֹב of סֻכוֹת arrives, we have 
been forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us 
from our enemies and other dangers, just 
as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they 
were in the בָר  .Wilderness — מִדְּ

Davening



Ezras Torah in New York City was the 
international address for any person 
or organization in need of צדקה. Every 

day letters arrived from Europe and ארץ 
.asking R’ Henkin to send funds ישראל

The Rebbe collected $180 - the amount that 
would have been given for another five children 
- and sent it. Every year before Pesach and Rosh 

Hashanah he would send the same amount.

This continued for several years until 
the outbreak of World War II and the 

destruction of European Jewry.

R’ Henkin would carefully weigh the צדקה needs 
of each letter. Regarding this case, he called the 
Ozherover Rebbe, with whom he was very close.

Chaim’ke is so 
poor- I’m sure 
he wrote it in 
desperation.

This morning I received 
a request from a relative 

of yours in Europe, Reb Chaim. 
He mentioned his six daughters. 
Would you know their ages? I 
would send more if the oldest 

is close to marriageable 
age.

Chaim’ke? I 
know him well… 
he has only one 

daughter!

Chaim’ke 
is a true 

Ani v’evyon, but 
apparently his claim of 
six daughters is based 
on *ששה בכרס אחד - six 

were born at one 
time…

Oy! A true ani… but I 
am still only able to 

give for one child... do 
you know her age?

…Chaim’ke, I 
hope this will be 
enough, and that 
you will forgive 

me…

I am 
interested to 

know how much 
 you dispense צדקה

for each child.

We give $36 
per child.

*This was a clever play on words, referring 
to the multiple births in Mitzrayim.

L’kovod Ezras Torah,
 
My name is Chaim. Our family is related to the 
Ozherover Rebbe. We are B”H blessed with 
six daughters… The economic situation is 
difficult... I am now unemployed and have 
run out of money in the home for even 
basic food…. 
Hametzapeh liyeshua…
   B’yedidus
   Chaim.

The Ozorover Rebbe, ה יְחִיאֵל הַלֵוִי  and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם שְלֹמֹה ,was born in Ozorov to the Rebbe זַצַ״ל Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
ל  In his youth he learned under his .(daughter of R’ Horowitz, the Rebbe of Chentchin, Poland) רֵייצאָ מִירֶׁ
father and grandfather (ּר׳ אַרְיֵה לײֵב). He married חַנָה Weltfried at the age of 17. At the age of 24 he was 
appointed רָב of Ozorov. Although his father was נִפְטָר in 1916, it was only after the persuasion of 
many Rebbes and his חֲסִידִים that he accepted the position of Rebbe in 1918. In 1920, ה יְחִיאֵל  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
traveled to America to publicize the importance of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל. In 1926, he moved to America and in 1927, 
he opened a shul in the Bronx. In 1953 he ascended to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  in Tel Aviv. He בֵּית מִדְרָש and settled his אֶׁ
was one of the driving forces in ת אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל צֶׁ  He wrote two .חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָאִי and especially in מוֹעֶׁ
monumental works, אֵש דָת, comprised of 11 volumes, and ה  Famous for his .תַנַ״ךְ volumes on 12 ,בְּאֵר מֹשֶׁ
complete knowledge of the entire written and oral תוֹרָה perfectly, he was often described as a “ בּוֹר

אֵינוֹ מְאַבֵּד טִפָה   .”sealed container that never loses a drop – סוּד שֶׁ

5650-5731 1890-1971 yca wt
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 .studied in Kovna as a young boy ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹב פּאַם זַצַ״ל
His family later migrated to the US where his father, R' Meir 
ין was appointed to the faculty of ,זַצַ״ל רְלִׁ ים בֶּ יבָה ר׳ חַיִׁ  At .יְשִׁ

the age of 13, he studied in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת, becoming very close with the  ראֹש
יבָה  He .זַצַ״ל and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz ,זַצַ״ל R' Dovid Lebowitz ,יְשִׁ
married Sarah Balmuth in 1943. R' Pam taught in תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת for 60 years. On 
ב שַבָת רֶּ  and לָמְדוּת interwoven with פָּרָשָה he gave a shmuess on the weekly עֶּ
ים ירָה s’זַצַ״ל After R' Feinstein .הַדְרָכַת הַחַיִׁ יא he served as ,פְּטִׁ נּוּךְ  of נָשִׁ חִׁ
י ת He was also active in the .עַצְמָאִׁ צֶּ שְרָאֵל of מוֹעֶּ  He .תּוֹרָה וּמְסוֹרָה and אֲגדַֻת יִׁ
founded Shuvu, an organization for the ְנּוּך  of thousands of Russian and חִׁ
Israeli children in שְרָאֵל ץ יִׁ רֶּ  .אֶּ

 כ״ח מנחם אב
5673 – 5761 
1913 – 2001 

“If my beloved children and endeared 
לְמִידִים  would like to help me and give תַּ
me ת חַּ בָא in נַּ  they should learn ,עוֹלָם הַּ
and teach the סְפָרִים of ײִם  and חָפֵץ חַּ
ת חֶסֶד הֲבַּ  both individually and in ,אַּ
groups, for all his words are  דִבְרֵי
ײִם  and one who forsakes אֱלקִים חַּ
them is like one who forsakes life itself. 
As for those who will study these works 
abundantly - it will be נָעִים (a source of merit) 
for him and for me.”          Rav Pam’s וָאָה ט 21st) צַּ חֵם אָב-יאָרצײַּ  (כ״ח מְנַּ
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מִצְוַת בִרְכַת הַמָזוֹן -מִצְוָה תל   
 We learn from  וְאָכַלְתָ וְשָבָעְתָ וּבֵרַכְתָ אֶת ד׳… , and you will eat 
and you will be satisfied and bless ד׳ … that it is a מִצְוַת עֲשֶה to bless ד׳ 
after being satisfied from eating bread [made from wheat, barley, 
spelt, oats or rye] or from any of the seven species mentioned in  אֶרֶץ
 ,Land of wheat, and barley ,חִטָה וּשְעֺרָה וְגֶפֶן וּתְאֵנָה וְרִמּוֹן...זֵית שֶמֶן וּדְבָש
and grape, and fig, and pomegranate…oil from olives and date-honey (
    .(דְבָרִים ח:ח

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך begins that although he feels inadequate to explain 
such a מִצְוָה ‘to bless ד׳’ since it has many levels of depth and hidden 
secrets; the love to explain מִצְוֹת [to his beloved children] overtook 
him. He continues and explains that it a well-established fact that ד׳ 
created man and in His Kindness gave us all what we need to rule over 
His entire creation. However, we need to be worthy to receive His 
goodness and blessing. Therefore, ד׳ in His Kindness, gave us a מִצְוָה to 
‘Thank Him’. When we give a בְרָכָה to ד׳, we are acknowledging that ד׳ 
is the ultimate Blessed One (all blessing is only from Him]. This 
recognition of ד׳ creates for us the זְכוּת, merit, to receive His blessing.  
 Uncharacteristically  the  ְחִנּוּך continues with explaining why 
he went to great length to list the different rules and הֲלָכוֹת concerning 
 and some do not בָרוּךְ start and end with a בְרָכוֹת e.g why some] בְרָכוֹת
etc]. Learning/teaching about בְרָכוֹת would create for him many 
blessings [the same as if he, the ְחִנּוּך, was actually bentching].   

 ∞ ∞ ∞ 
רִים  -מִצְוָה תלא  מִצְוַת אַהֲבַת הַגֵׁ  

 It is a מִצְוַת עֲשֶה to love converts as it says: וַאֲהַבְתֶם אֶת הַגֵר…  
— and you shall love the convert… (דְבָרִים י:יט) This means that we 
must not say or do anything to cause them pain; rather, we should be 
good to them and show kindness as much as is reasonably possible. 
This מִצְוָה is in addition to (מִצְוָה רמג): ָוְאָהַבְתָ לְרֵעֲךָ כָמוֹך…  — and you 
shall love your fellow friend… which is applicable to anyone who is ָרֵעֲך, 
your friend (who believes in ד׳ and His מִצְוֹת).  

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that we were chosen by ד׳ to be His holy 
nation; therefore, He guided us in the ways of compassion and 
kindness. He warned us to crown ourselves with every desirable good 
 character trait, so that His people will be beloved in the eyes of ,מִדָה
all who see them. They will see their behavior and will declare, “These 
people are the nation of ד׳!” Now how beautiful and pleasant it is to be 
kind and good to someone who left his nation, his entire family of his 
parents and has joined another nation only because of his love for the 
truth. One who merits to have true good מִדוֹת [that can be said about 
him, “He is from the nation of ד׳] will be blessed to have the goodness 
and blessing of ד׳. Constant blessing will be showered upon him, for 
goodness grows and grows on those that are good  [and the reverse 
happens upon those that are evil]. 

Adapted from: Rav Pam on Chumash (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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